The Secretary of the Mavy takes pleasure in presenting the
Havy Commendation Medal to

FRANK ROBERT HANDY
SEAMARN

UNLTED STATES HAVY

for service as set forth in the following:

CITATION

"For heroic achievement while serving with friendly foreign forces

engaged in armed conflict against the Communist insurgent forces on the
Upper Cong Tranh River, Rung Sat Special Zone, Republic of Vietnam

on 8 January 1968. Just prior to commencing a test firing rum on a
specified strike zone, River Patrol Boat 738 sustained a rocket hit on

the after 30 caliber mount, rendering it useless. The hit wounded nine
personnel on  both boats, which were In close proximity te each other.
Although having sustained multiple fragemntation wounds ¢f the head,

back and left arm, Seaman HANDY immediately manned the after 50 caliber
mount of River Patrol Beat 737 and f£ired 100 rounds inte the Viet Cong
emplacement. With complete disregard for his own wounds and safety, he
reloaded his gun and delivered another 100 rounds of accurate fire into the
eneny poslictlon. Because neither of the forward gunm mounts could be brought
to bear on the target, the after gun mount on River Patrol Boat 738 rendered
ugeless, Seaman HANDY's instantaneous return of heavy and accurate fire was
singularly responsible for the immediate suppression of Viet Cong fire. His
prompt actions enabled the boats to clear the area with no further personnel
or material casualties. Seaman HANDY's quick response, skill, sense of
responsibility and courage under fire were in keeping with the highest
traditions of the United States Neval Service."

Seaman HANDY is authorized to wear the Combat "V".

For the Secretary of the Havy

JOHHM J.H
miral, UW. 5. Havy
Commander in Chief U, $. Pacific Fleet
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Dear Larry

The Citation is correct but it fails to mention that this test firing run was manned with
only two personnel that knew the rivers in the Rung Sat Special Zone, David R Pribnow
1" class Boatswains Mate, Boat Captain and crew member Seaman Frank R Handy . The
incident, as explained in the citation does not record that during the imitial blast | was
knocked unconscious and was awakened looking at the muddy water on the rear
starboard side of PBR 737 holding onto the handle of the rear 50 caliber machine gun.
Then after the fire fight LT Stubbs or Sprague,don’t recall his last name, and Pnbnow
decided to transfer the wounded personnel to Patrol Boat 738 — the fast PBR. My head
was exploding and | was getting on PBR 738 and Pribnow said, not you Handy you are
in command of PBR 737 get it back to base at Nha Be. My Back, Back of Head . Arms
were riddled with Shrapnel and my head was exploding. | turmed and PBR 738 was gone
and | had a LTjg with a hole in his leg suffering from shell shock manning the radio, a
Second Class, a Third Class Gunners mate and a Third class Engineman by the name of
Smyth as my crew. The 2™ Class was not in agreement with a Seaman being in charge
and he yanked me out of the Coxwains Cabin and said 1'm taking over. My head was
exploding so 1 et him take over without much resistance but I told him | would lead him
out of the tributary and on the Mekong and back to the base at Nha Be but be refused to
go into the inlet and followed the map that would add an extra 4 hours 10 our return to the
base. He said no way am | going into that small inlet barely the width of two PBRs.
Smyth accidently fired the M79 grenade launcher and | openned fire with the aft 50 Cal
firing in the diection of the explosion. Smyth then tapped me on the shoulder and told me
he had fired accidently. During our long way around about 15 minutes after our discourse
a helicopter came overhead and told us to tum around and lead us back to the inlet that |
tried to talk the 2™ class into taking. 1 then advised the 2* Class to pull into the Medivac
location as | wanted to get off the PBR and get medivaced. As we approached Pribnow
velled Dam it Handy, | put you in charge get that dam boat back to Nha Be. | was now
pissed 1 vanked the 2™ Class out of the Coxwains Cabin and drove the boat back 1o Nha
Be.l told the 2™ Class that if he tried any more bullshit that 1 would shoot him and pulled
a 45 cal pistol. He said he would not try any thing and that he was sorry. The trip took
about an hour and fifieen minutes and twice | could not see anything but bright light and
once | hit my head as | was going down and was awakened by the pain. As we arrived at
Nha Be the 2™ Class begged me to please let him manuever the PBR in that he needed
the practice tying up with fast currents. | let him pilot the PBR 737 onto the dock and |
was helped to the Sick Bay by James C Fox. | met Pribnow at Sick Bay and He
apologized saying 1"m sorry Handy 1 did not know you were wounded. The Lt, Stubbs
said good job Handy and the doc pulled Shrapnel from my head and said I can’t get the
deeper stufl but your body will absorb it . You are one tuff son of a bitch. The lights went
out after. That is what the citation is missing.

Maybe some one else will remember that or part of the actual incident. Thanks Larry |
appreciate your help. PS, | was assigned to Riv Sec 543 when [ got in country and then 1o
River Section 524 December 21,1967 of which [ was a Plank Owner. We were deployed
to My Tho around mid part of January 1968. We then deployed to Sa Dec a couple of
months afier that and | was in River Section 524 Until 1 left Vietnam Laie May 1968 ..
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Donna Sailor
Recuperating

DONNA — Seaman Frank pin mounts eould be bhrought
Roberl Handy Wil he coming  to bear on the. targel and the
home next mantn, bhearing scars nfter gun on River Patrol Boat
antl mimories of the Vietnam T was rendered uscless, Sea-
war. miin Fands’s instanianeous pe-

On bt ochest will be two  tuim of beavy and accurale flee
medals-the Nivy  Commenda was sismslary responsible for
tiom Medal for herosm i action immediate mappression of Viet

andl Uit Parple Heart Cong fip
For the pasi thr‘: *  VHis peompt [ctigms enabled

sailor; son al Mr. and Mg, the honts 1o clslie the area with
Robert' T. Handy, 202 &5 5th,  po further personnel or materi
Donns, has been [n the Naval al casgaithes "

Hagpital in Oakiand, Calif.. re- Seaman Tlandy = expected
covering from wounds suffered to leave the Dakland hospital
in the batile for which he re early nexy month arviving home
eyl ollbe - dwr modpi — L 12

Accopdine  to  Vhe citabion Y :nr;.t—:' stydent at Dopna
which ' accomguinied the oo High School. he entered the
miendation meds], Seaman Han- vave i Jamuary. 1066 (Hs
dv was aboand River Patrol  spent ope year in Vietnam,
Hoal 737 on a lést firing run on yedurned 1o the 17 5., and was
a specified =riks zope on the Up- semt back 0 Vietnzm for -an-
per Cong Tranh River in Viel-  oiher seatlong-tour of duty in
nam when the hattle erupled June, 1867,

An enemy rowckel hit the alter
S0 caliber mount on River Boat
38, rendering | it useless and
and wounding “nine: satlors 5.
hoard this wvesiel and Seamin
Handy's boat o River Boat 713
which wis i close proximit

The citation kotes, “Although
sipsiaining - mollipke  fragmmenia-
tion wininds of the head, Daek,
and l6ft arm, Sceaman Handy
immediately maoned the aller
30 caliber motnt of his best and
fired 100 rounds inio the Viet
Cong emplagement

“With compleie distegard for
his own woundd =nd salely he
rolosded his pan and delivered
spather W rognds of Becurate
live: Iftu enemy  position, Hes
caise peiber of the forward FEAmAN F. . HANDY
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