25 miles trom her
the ses=amnchored in n
Vietnamise river not much wider
than she was long. Enemy forces
were everywhere around her; she
was practically a sitting duck for
aftacks.

But the tank landing ship uss
Harnedt County (LET BIl) per-
fosrmmed] heer miszion o well that she
camed the Navy's highest honor for
a ship: the Presidential Unit Cita-
tion “far uat:ﬁnrrllll..ir}- heraksm,™

She was awarded the FUC for &
tour for which she had already
||:'r_'-|,‘-il.'h:| the Mavy Unit Commeén-
dation—four and a half months in
the Vam Co ljtmg Hiver (-.Jrh' last
i -::|'|r|1|g i.}'p-r-:r.lhr_m Laiani "\.fm;t
ihst.

According to her citation for the

She  was
element

PUC, "The ships pedformance was
'lu|:-r'l'h in every phase of her
diverse  actions”—which  neluded

|un'-|d='ulq communications, supply
argd repuir services o her brood of
river gunboats, patrol boats and
wssanll crafi; fire support for the
boats and troops ashore with her
rapid-fire 40-mm cannons; fuel and
ammurnition  for hr]iﬂrrrfr-r gum-
ships; msdical svacsation Facilities.
IIIILF defense  for  herself mgminst
rnemy  swimmers, mines, rockets
and grenades

She was the southern anchor on
the Vam Co L:h:mg for the intricate
Criant Shingshot opetation, dl-uhigrwl:i
to choke off the fow of ETIETHTY
troops and supplies in the area
west and southwest of Saigon,

During her river bour, Hammetd
-[.rlull-f! was altacked twice by 107
mm mokets and onee by rocket
|r:rl:r:|t“ui pgrenmdes. At beast iwice,
other rockets aimed atr the !'ihl|:|
WIETH |-|||11'||n|=|'! haedore they oould
be fired.

Bt the Ereates danger was un
derwater. The debris-fi lid n1'|||.||.|.:.-
river provided almost perfect cover
for mines and swimmers

Abave lalt UES Marneli Ceuniy |LET 820
with past of hav brood =f river gumboaty
amd ol oraf™ of she rides onchor jemd
#mill ol Ben Lic Aridgs s tha Yam Ca
Dy Elvsr in Aepublic & Vielness, Lsfh
UiS Harnel! County [(LIT 031 perfessssd
hiar miian d0 wall kel she sorssd Pha
FUE. Right op of Opsaties Glanf
Hinguhat

JUNE 19TD

To meot the threat, minesw e
ers made frequent sweeps around
the ship at random intervals. Grap-
pling lhuuhs, cOnCussion  grenmiles,
sharpshooters ond  sentries  (with
orders to shoot at an:-"ﬂ'l'inp'_ MaviT
in the water), and feathering mf-'
lars on the anchor chaing abio help-
ed frustrate enemy swimmer-sapper
abtacks

Feathering collars = five-gallon
paint cans with the ends removed—
WETE Fm]lr.rl up nlnr||__r| the anchor
chaine at intervals to cot any lines
that may have boon attmched 1o
the chains,

Besides r-:llﬂ'l.lllg horaalf, the
LST gave direct support to allied
forces om land and water. An Army
|.|||:r|!a|.|| ol this story, e ..1|||:|E his
experience while leading a patrol
of Vietnamese soldiers:

“The enemy began r.L'Irqu the
area with automabic weapons fire,
and they were moving in our direc-
tion. 'We nesded fire support—and
l.-lua- meeded it quickly,

“*Then | remembserod  Harmeti
I:'.'uirnty-.

“1 ralled the ship on myv Feld
radio, briefly |:]|-.:n:-|.'rif'|,ir|pI CHIE SituEm=
tion and the location. [lhumination
riounds  were popping  overbead
within two minutes. Then 40-mm
cannon  fire began  ripping  the
jungle less than 50 yards from s,

“1 radioed target comections and
the ."'nn-\- answered with a protec-
tive curtain of Frepower
Another call and an even hruuwr
barrage hit the NVA broops. Then

Army artillery was added to the
fire.

*The Flﬂl:l was crver in minales
and | ordered cease fire. The
enemy had disappeared. . . . Not
one of my soldiers had been hit

" HarnsH l"uuhl!_u auved my life
that might, and the lves of the
Vietnamese troops | was advising.
Those 4l-mm shells wers s wel
come sight.”

Similar cxperiences guve many
other allied Navymen and soldiers

| reason to be grultful i}
MHameti Coundy. Her crow hined
Fuﬂ-r] the ultimate test of actudl
o bk,

In the PUC citation, the Presi-
dent ilu‘l it this way:

""J'hn.mg]: her invaluable support
efforts, Harmet! Coundy contributed
materfally to the success of riverine
forces in accounting for mumeroes
BT casualties and the capture
of vital guns and equipment,

“Despite long, dangerous hours,
difficult, heavy labor under the
most trying conditions, night ses-
sions at batile stations while await-
ing  eEnemy  attack, {H'F'!"IE' STy
roncked h.].rrag-l,'-s. ]'n'rqunnrn. arid fma-
tertal cagualtios, and the ever 'prrﬁ
ent dunger of mines, the morale
and esprit de corps of her officers
and men never faltersd. Their ex-
traordinary performance and self
lems  dedication throughout  this
I:u;-nmJ WEre in I:H":ulng with the
highest traditions of the U mited
States Maval Service

'[ﬂgneujl Richard MNizon.”

BOUTH CHIMA
SEA



